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TramForward backs TramTrain for West Yorkshire

TramForward backs the call from Greg Mulholland (MP for Leeds North West and Chairman of the 
All Party Light Rail Group at Westminster) for early discussions on the development of a modern 
transport system for the Leeds City Region and West Yorkshire based on TramTrain technology, 
following the cancellation of the controversial Leeds NGT trolleybus scheme by the Department for 
Transport (DfT).

Outline plans have previously been put forward for a TramTrain link to Leeds Bradford 
International Airport branching off the Leeds-Harrogate-York railway line with street running from 
the Kirkstall viaduct to City Square (by Leeds Railway station). This would be the first line of a new 
TramTrain network that could then be developed in phases, to connect with Pontefract, Castleford 
and Wakefield and to Bradford via Shipley utilising existing heavy railway lines.

TramTrains and light rail generally have a proven track record of getting people out of their cars 
and on to public transport – which is exactly what the Leeds City Region desperately needs. 
TramTrains are designed to share tracks with heavy rail vehicles, meaning that the important 
Harrogate to London service could still run from Harrogate to Leeds, whilst the TramTrains serve 
commuters and Leeds Bradford Airport.  

Greg Mulholland said: "As a city and wider region we must now work together to come up with the 
right 21st century transport system and include all options, in using tram and tram train and 
looking at existing rail lines. Part of this planning must include a fixed link to Leeds Bradford 
International Airport as part of a wider city region system. It is time for Leeds to catch up with other 
UK & European cities on transport."

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. TramForward is the campaigning arm of the Light Rail Transit Association (LRTA).

2. The LRTA is the world's leading organisation campaigning for better public transport in urban areas through light 
rail, tramway and metro systems and has been in existence for more than 75 years. It also supports the revitalisation 
of suburban and rural transport through the application of light rail and TramTrain technology.

3. The LRTA acts through its network of local branches, which campaign for better transport in their areas.

4. Membership of the LRTA costs less than 14p a day. To join, visit www.lrta.org or write to the Membership 
Secretary, LRTA, 38 Wolseley Road, Sale, Greater Manchester, M33 7AU. Members receive the monthly magazine 
Tramways & Urban Transit - written and read by experts in the field - and gain other benefits including discounts on 
videos and books, tours of transport systems and cut-price admission to selected transport museums.

5. Press enquiries - please contact:
Jim Harkins, Chairman External Relations Group, LRTA,
Auchenshuggle Junction, 8 Beechmoore, Moore, Warrington WA4 6EU
Telephone: 01925 740675; 07721 378223   
Email: jimmyharkins@aol.com
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