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Trams to give Birmingham a continental feel

TramForward welcomes the public opening today (Monday 30 May) of the Midland Metro 
extension to Birmingham New Street Station.

This long-awaited extension will bring trams right into the heart of Birmingham and signals the 
beginning of the expansion of the West Midlands tram network. It also establishes the vital link to 
the city’s main station to provide rail travellers with good connections to Snow Hill station, the 
Jewellery Quarter and the north-west of Birmingham, as well as to West Bromwich, Wednesbury 
and Wolverhampton.

Andrew Braddock, Chairman of the Light Rail Transit Association, said during a recent visit to the 
Midland Metro system by LRTA members: “Centro’s vision will result in a tram network which can 
take its place as part of an integrated transport system for the West Midlands. This new extension 
will help to cut pollution and stimulate re-development in the city centre. With the continuation of 
the Midland Metro service beyond the Bull Street terminus, opened in December, trams will 
become a key feature of Birmingham's central streets rather than being hidden away at Snow Hill".

"As dozens of cities in continental Europe and other parts of the world can attest, trams have a 
civilising influence in terms of the quality of life in our urban areas", Mr Braddock added, "and it is 
good to know that the projected Midland Metro extensions to Centenary Square, Five Ways, 
Curzon Street (for the HS2 station), Digbeth and perhaps ultimately the Airport - as well as from 
Wednesbury to Brierley Hill - will dramatically transform public transport in the conurbation".  

NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. TramForward is the campaigning arm of the Light Rail Transit Association (LRTA).

2. The LRTA is the world's leading organisation campaigning for better public transport in urban areas through light 
rail, tramway and metro systems and has been in existence for more than 75 years. It also supports the revitalisation 
of suburban and rural transport through the application of light rail and TramTrain technology.

3. The LRTA acts through its network of local branches, which campaign for better transport in their areas.

4. Membership of the LRTA costs less than 14p a day. To join, visit www.lrta.org or write to the Membership 
Secretary, LRTA, 38 Wolseley Road, Sale, Greater Manchester, M33 7AU. Members receive the monthly magazine 
Tramways & Urban Transit - written and read by experts in the field - and gain other benefits including discounts on 
videos and books, tours of transport systems and cut-price admission to selected transport museums.

5. Press enquiries - please contact:
Jim Harkins, Chairman External Relations Group, LRTA,
Auchenshuggle Junction, 8 Beechmoore, Moore, Warrington WA4 6EU
Telephone: 01925 740675; 07721 378223   
Email: jimmyharkins@aol.com
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